New Zealand Day 5
We left Rotorua this morning in the rain but on the cusp of a clearer sky and headed toward Lady Knox geyser, the famous icon in Rotorua.  The geyser is primed every day at 10:15 a.m. so that it will put on a show for the tourists who flock there in droves – at least during the season.  The ranger explained that the geyser is a real one and would erupt on its own every 24 – 72 hours, but using a little surfactant, sort of like soap, allows a regular schedule.  Sure enough, the geyser started to foam and then “whoosh” it shot a spray of water 15-20 feet in the air.  Not like old Faithful, which doesn’t need priming (so far as we know), but certainly quite an eyeful.  There is a little amphitheater in front of the geyser and cameras went off and you could hear the “oohs and aahs” as the geyser continued its show.  It lasts, the ranger said, for up to an hour. 

We didn’t stay that long, but headed out to Huka Falls as our next stop.  Huka Falls is the falls from the Waikato river.  It starts out as a raging river and culminates as a small, but spectacular falls.  Not the size of Niagara Falls, but extremely powerful. We got some pretty amazing views of the river and the falls.  By the time we visited, the weather had become nice again.  Glad we made a rest stop before seeing all that raging water (. 

Next stop was a look out point overlooking an enormous thermal power plant which uses the natural hot spring activity to generate electricity for the surrounding area.  There were huge pipes carrying steam all over and steam venting from several different points.  This is not a tourist attraction, but our guide knew about it and took us there because it is an unusual site.
We stopped in Taupo to look around, shop (which we didn’t really do) and eat lunch, which we did.   We aren’t doing much this trip for the New Zealand economy as goods seem to have increased in price dramatically from our last trip so that they are no longer bargains.  Compared some items I can buy at home and these cost 2 to 3 times what I’d pay back home.  So, I’ll get them where they are cheapest.
From Taupo we drove to Napier, a town on Hawkes Bay where we will spend the next two nights of our stay.  It was raining when we left and as we got closer to Napier, the weather cleared up and it became a really nice day.  On the way into the town, we stopped at two wineries.  Wine is a major product of Hawkes Bay and tomorrow we’ll do some serious wine tasting.  What we tasted today was okay, but not particularly impressive. 
We drove into Napier, stopped at a supermarket, bought wine for dinner (most restaurants we’re discovering are BYO) and then went to McHardy Lodge, a totally renovated house with a fascinating history in Napier.  First of all, the Lodge is spectacular.  It’s like a small ultra luxurious hotel that you’d see in an Agatha Christie mystery story.  The wood is magnificent, the architecture stunning and the décor amazing.  We took a picture of our “suite” which is truly wonderful.  It’s about 30-40 feet in length with a king sized bed and a fainting couch as well as two additional chairs and a table.  The bathroom has a full sized tub and a shower – yes, in spite of being built in 1890, it was redone to accommodate all of the desired 21st century amenities.  We are totally impressed!  I asked about laundry and the manager volunteered to do two loads for me – no charge.  She even folded the t-shirts and hung up the shirts.  Wow! That’s what I call service!
Tonight we ate dinner at a restaurant called Pacifica. We had a taste of a wonderful creamy pumpkin soup, followed by monkfish.  The fish was outstanding as was the entire meal.  We had fish and chips for lunch, so today was a day without meat. 
This is the first B&B where we are not the only guests and it’s been great fun meeting the people staying here at McHardy Lodge.   

Very windy tonight, but that’s okay.  That means the room will be cool and wonderful for sleeping.  Everywhere we’ve been the B&B’s have electric blankets and heaters as central heating and air conditioning is rare, especially in older buildings and residences.  We turn off the blankets and don’t use the heaters and that makes it perfect for us.  Temperatures here have been in the 60’s and 70’s in the day and a little cooler at night – maybe down to 55 or so.  Ideal temperatures for us.  Most Americans, we are told, like it much warmer.

New Zealand is a beautiful country and the people remain as friendly as we remember them from our first visit.  So far, in spite of our auspicious start, we’re having a great time. 

Tomorrow we explore Napier.

